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Appellate Brief Grid Breakdown

I. Introductory Sections 

A. Cover page (caption)







B. Statement of Oral Argument

C. Table of Contents

D. Table of Authorities

E. Jurisdictional Statement

1.  Did you state the basis of the District Court’s jurisdiction, with citations to the applicable statutory provisions and facts establishing jurisdiction?

2.  Did you provide the basis for the court of appeals’ jurisdiction, with citations to applicable statutory provisions and stating relevant facts establishing jurisdiction?

3.  Did you set forth the filing dates establishing the timeliness of the appeal?

II. Statement of Issues 

A. Do the questions combine the legal claim and the controlling legal principles to the key facts that raise the issues?

B. Do the questions read clearly and succinctly?

III. Statement of the Case/Statement of the Facts 

A. Context 

1.  Do you set forth a short statement on the nature and context of the case?

2.  Do you indicate who the parties are and, if necessary, indicate how you will refer to the parties throughout the brief?

B. Procedure 

1.  Do you demonstrate the procedural history and disposition in the court below?

2.  Did you convey your client’s theory of the case through use of the procedural facts?

C. Substantive Facts 

1.  Are the facts set forth in a narrative that will be easy for a reader unfamiliar with the case to follow?

2.  Is the statement complete and accurate?

a.  Are all essential facts included and irrelevant facts omitted?

b.  Are unfavorable facts included without being overemphasized?

c.  Are favorable facts effectively placed in positions of emphasis?

d.  Is the statement accurate?

                  D.  Advocacy 

1.  Is the statement of facts presented as advocacy?

2.  Does the statement include any legal conclusions or editorializing that properly belong in the Argument Section?

IV. Summary of the Argument 

A. Does the summary provide an accurate roadmap to the reader of the arguments presented in the brief, with enough context to make it understandable to the naïve reader?

V. Point Headings 

A. Do the Point Headings provide a sound structure for the Argument section in the brief?

B. Do the headings set out legal contentions favorable to your client and support those contentions with reasons and relevant facts?

C. Do the headings have a conclusory tone favorable to your client?

D. Are the headings clearly and concisely written?

E. Is each heading a single sentence?

VI. Copyright and Trademark 

A. Choice and Use of Authority 

1.  Have you chosen the most current and relevant authority for each issue and sub-issue?

2. Have you accurately characterized the rule of the case, and/or the facts?

3. Where necessary, have you used caselaw to illustrate a specific application of the rule, or similar or analogous facts?

B. Organization 

1.  Do you follow IRAC?

2.  Is each issue or subissue developed clearly and logically?

3.  Is your argument completely developed before presenting the counterargument?

4.  If the topic sentences of each paragraph were arranged in an outline would a strong skeleton of the argument emerge?

5.  Does each paragraph advance the argument?

6.  Are there genuine transitions between paragraphs?

7.  Do the sentences within a paragraph coherently relate to each other and the topic?

C. Advocacy and Analysis 

1.  Are the facts of the case argued effectively?

2.  Are policy arguments effectively made?

3.  Is the argument logical, internally consistent and thoroughly developed?

4.  Did you correctly articulate the proper standard of review on appeal?

VII. Counterarguments

Have you effectively answered all counterarguments?

VIII. Citations and Record References

A. Long form citation

B. Short form citation

C. Record references throughout argument

IX.     Writing

1.  Is your writing clear, concise, and chosen for persuasive impact?

2.  Have you avoided typographical errors?

3.  Do you use short, distinct paragraphs introduced by a topic sentence or an appropriate transition?
