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Overall comments
Substance
   Statement of jurisdiction

   Question presented: clear; fact-based; mentions legal subject; accurate; not conclusory

   Statement of the Case

   Statement of facts: clear; well-organized; accurate; orients reader; includes necessary facts; cites to record; not argumentative

   Standard of Review

   Summary of the Argument
   Argument
Organization: overall; based on themes; road map; within sections or paragraphs; transitions; subheadings in sentence form

Analysis
 I = statement of  legal subject at beginning of each subpoint

 R = explanation of the law

 research and choice of cases-- inclusion of major precedent cases       

 adequate discussion of facts, holdings, and reasoning of precedent cases



 appropriate synthesis of authority     

 A = analysis

     application to pending case

     application of courts’ reasoning and policy where appropriate

     presentation of favorable arguments

     anticipation and rebuttal of unfavorable arguments

 C = Conclusion that wraps up discussion

   Conclusion: reflects content of argument; states relief requested

   Cogency, logic, depth

Style and Form
Quotations:  appropriateness; introduction; accuracy; use of quotation marks; proper attribution;       follows ALWD style    NOTE:  Any quoted material MUST be in quotation marks.

style:
clarity; directness   

avoids: inappropriate passive voice; animation of inanimate; wordiness; awkward phrasing; awkward separation of subject and verb or verb and complement; legalese; gobbledygook; personalizing; vagueness; vague references to “the court”

word choice

legal terms: correct use        

tone – formal;
measured;

persuasive where appropriate

grammar and syntax:  avoids: sentence errors: fragments, run-ons, comma-splices; misplaced modifiers

includes correct antecedents for pronouns; uses parallel structure where grammatically required; refers to courts’ actions in past tense

punctuation: apostrophe; comma; semi-colon


spelling and proofreading

format – cover, tables of contents and authorities, word limit, pagination, etc.

citations: included where needed

      
correct citation form: abbreviations; page cites; correct reporter; court; date; short citations
