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FORMAT                        (5)

Cover sheet, table of contents, font, margins, page length, heading formats

CITATIONS                        (10)
Long form, short form, subsequent histories, accuracy, used where needed
FACTS                          (10)

Accuracy, relevance (inclusive of facts used, unnecessary facts omitted), objective tone, logical order

QUESTIONS PRESENTED                          (5)
Proper identification of issue, appropriate phrasing (concise, not conclusory), persuasiveness

HEADINGS                            (5)

Proper identification of issue that follows, phrasing (not negative, concise, clear), persuasiveness

ARGUMENT                       (30)
Standard of review (accuracy, quality of support, phrasing), thesis paragraphs where necessary, position statements, effective rule, quality of research (sufficiency of precedent, best courts used, controlling authority used), explanation of precedent (clear, relevant, accurate), connection of precedent to this case, facts in the record effectively used, conclusions clear, persuasiveness of precedent, adverse controlling authority distinguished

WRITING                               (30)
Organization; flow, transitions; paragraph formation; sentence structure (fragments, run-ons, parallelism); clarity (active voice, word choice); punctuation; syntax; grammar

PROFESSIONALISM                         (5)
Spelling, typographical errors, appropriateness of tone, timeliness
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