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	CRITERIA
	

	Cover Page
-includes the following:  name of court, court of appeals docket number, title of case (names of parties), nature of the case (appeal),  jurisdiction from which appeal is taken (Southern District of Florida), identification of party for whom brief filed, student ID #
	

	Table of Contents
-correct form

-includes appropriate page references


	

	Table of Authorities
-appropriate form/complies with F.R.A.P. Rule 28(a)(3) 
-sources arranged alphabetically

-separate sections for cases, statutes, regulations, etc.

-includes page references

-does not use pinpoint cites


	

	Citation ((,  (+, (-) grade: _________

- citations are accurate (correct volume, page, year, etc.)

- complies with Bluebook citation form
-basic case cite form (includes case name, reporter, volume, page, year, court, jurisdiction)

-basic statute/reg cite form (Statutes: cites to U.S.C., first reference includes title (i.e. volume) & section, date of compilation in parenthetical; omits public law number or cite to Statutes at Large)

-underlining/italics, capitalization, spacing, abbreviations, punctuation

-uses pinpoint cites

-short forms (cases/statutes/regs)

-signals


-subsequent history (when required)

-citation usually at end of sentence, rather than in text

- avoids unnecessary string cites

- includes citations with sufficient frequency


	

	Point Headings/Subheadings
-each major point heading states a ground for a ruling in favor of party represented

-each heading is presented argumentatively
-each heading is a complete, single sentence that can easily be understood

-headings make use of facts, where appropriate

-headings make sufficient reference to law, and procedural posture, where appropriate

-each heading is in appropriate form (single-spaced, typeface, underlining, indentation)
	

	Statement of the Issues 
-appropriate form

-accurate statement of the issue(s) – best if corresponds to point headings

-readily comprehensible on one reading

-stated in terms of the law

-stated in terms of the procedural posture, if appropriate

-stated in terms of the facts of the case

-usually puts the inquiry before the facts

-eliminates unnecessary detail

-avoids conclusions about ultimate legal issues

-subtly persuasive, but not slanted too obviously in your favor; conveys main theme(s) of your argument


	

	Statement of the Case/Statement of Facts
-complies with F.R.A.P. Rules 28(6), (7); 11th Circuit Local Rules

-Statement of the Case includes: 1) nature of the case, 2) course of proceedings, 3) disposition below; 4) facts; 5) standard of review

-is subtly persuasive

-includes all determinative facts, necessary background facts, and only relevant facts 

-emphasizes helpful facts and neutralizes damaging facts

-is accurate and does not misrepresent facts

-avoids argument or legal conclusions

-conveys your mains themes

-is organized to present an understandable and persuasive story

-properly cites to the record

-does not refer to facts outside the record

-is divided appropriately into paragraphs, each beginning with a topic or transitional sentence

-narrative is smooth, clear & readable
	

	Summary of Argument
-provides a succinct summary of the arguments made in the brief

-not merely a re-statement of the point headings


	

	ARGUMENT
Overall Characteristics
-large-scale organization is appropriate  

-possibly begins with contextualizing, persuasive introduction

-presents most persuasive arguments; effectively prioritizes among arguments, omitting or minimizing those of lesser importance or persuasiveness to allow adequate treatment of most important arguments.

-presents argument sections in most effective order, considering logic and persuasion

-tone is persuasive, but avoids sarcasm, hyperbole, overstatement

Individual Arguments:  
Each argument:
-is substantively sound; analysis is persuasive

-analysis is of appropriate depth and breadth

-is organized effectively and logically

-gives context before detail

-sets out your contentions about how the statute should be interpreted and why, with appropriate support from authority.

-responds effectively to opposing arguments/authority at an appropriate level of detail, after making your own arguments.

Use of authority:
-relies upon strongest authority for each point:  uses 11th Circuit or Supreme Court authority for points of procedure and for basic rules whenever possible

-where relevant, discusses the facts and/or reasoning of the cases cited, at an appropriate level of detail

-uses quotation effectively; avoids excessive quotation

-when referring to statutes, rules, leg. history, quotes relevant text


	

	Conclusion
-briefly states relief sought

-may state briefly one or two reasons (in a few sentences, at most)


	

	Writing
- generally clear & readable (e.g., uses plain English)

- concise and precise

- gives context before detail (sections, paras, and sentences)

- paragraphs

-are cohesive – generally have one focus

-begin with a thesis or topic sentence that states the issue or point of the paragraph

-generally make points before proving them

- sentences:

-old info at  beginning of sentence (topic)

-new, important info at end of sentence (stress) 

-subject & verb are close together, close to the beginning of the sentence

-actors and actions are clearly stated

--mostly uses active verbs, not nominalizations, participles, passives

-don’t include too much information

-omit surplus words

- word choices:

-are precise, correct usage

-familiar, concrete words

-legal terms used correctly

- linkages/transitions:

-sentences are well-linked

-paragraphs are well-linked

- mechanics:

-correct grammar and spelling

-correct punctuation (commas, semi-colons, colons, apostrophe)
	

	Professional Presentation
-uses appropriate format

-contains no typographical or spelling errors

-stays within word limit

-numbers pages per instructions

-uses correct type face and size

-uses correct margins (1 inch on each side)
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