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FINAL Brief Score Sheet


Blind Grading Number 


________


TOTAL POINTS AWARDED:

________


Appellant/Appellee 








The maximum score is 30.

Facts: (Maximum 3 points)







    

     
Fact selection applying 2 part test: 

(i) is it legally significant; 

(ii) is it in the argument 

Persuasive “spin”

Uniformity and flow 

Neatness, legibility, no format errors

Proper use of citations 

  COMMENTS:

Headers & Question Presented: (Maximum 2 points)




    

     
Application of formula(s) from Edwards text

Effective use of headings to organize argument

Persuasive “spin”

Neatness, legibility, no format errors

  COMMENTS:

Advocacy and Writing Style: (Maximum 3 points)




    

     

Clear, concise, unambiguous writing style 


Grammatically correct


Forceful and persuasive presentation (e.g. active voice)


Understanding of strengths and weaknesses of case


Integration of facts into legal argument

  COMMENTS:

Legal Analysis/ Use of Authority: (Maximum 3 points)



    

     


Understanding of essential issues presented


Discussion of viable alternative arguments


Understanding and analysis of authority


Effective use of authority to support arguments


Ability to distinguish adverse cases

  COMMENTS:

Lessons Applied From Class: (Maximum 6 points)




    

     

Using CRAC


Adhering to the local rules for the 11th Cir. Ct. of Appeals

(i) page numbering

(ii) statement of whether defendant is incarcerated

(iii) text of statute

(iv) color of cover sheet

(v) asterisk by primary authorities

(vi) statement of jurisdiction

(vii) etc.


Explaining why this Court should listen to cases from its sister courts


Explaining 1472(j)


Umbrella and mini umbrella

  COMMENTS:

Policy Argument: (Maximum 8 points)





    

     

Choosing one or two clear policies to advocate


Clearly explaining the policy as though it is a rule and then applying rule-based analysis


Incorporating ideas from the policy hand-out by Ellie Margolas


Believability/ Credibility of argument (not over-doing it or sliding down slippery slope)

  COMMENTS:

Typos and Administrative Compliance: (Maximum 5 points)


    

     

Lack of typos throughout


Correct blind grading number


Turned in on time


Turned in as instructed with prior draft

  COMMENTS:
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