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A.  FORMAT, MECHANICS AND APPEARANCE  (15% total)           
1.
Does the cover of the brief comply with the  requirements? (E.g., in the federal Supreme Court,  blue cover for appellant and red cover for appellee)

2.
Is the brief properly arranged, including signature, appendices, certificate of service, certificate of compliance, etc.?

3. Are all required sections included with complete information?  (E.g., in the federal Supreme Court:  parties, opinions below, jurisdictional statement, relevant law, etc.)

4.
Is the Table of Contents thorough and accurate?

5. Does the Table of Authorities thoroughly and accurate identify authority and divide citation by type of authority?

6. Is the brief neatly typed and professionally presented?

7.
Has the brief been carefully edited and proofread, and have spelling errors been eliminated?

8.
Does the brief follow the margin, type style, length, etc. requirements?

9.
Does the brief display proper use of English grammar, punctuation, and other mechanics?

10.
Is the writing style clear, concise, and precise (avoids legalese)?

B.  ISSUE STATEMENTS  (5% total)           
Are issue statements:

1.
phrased to suggest an answer favorable to the advocate’s theory?

2.
specific and tied to the facts of the case?

3.
active and assertive?

4.
clear and concise?

5.
reflective of each important issue raised by the case?

C.  STATEMENT OF THE CASE  (10% total)           
1.
Is the fact statement worded to favor the advocate's position without being overly argumentative?

2. 
Does the statement reflect the advocate’s theory of the case?

3. Is the fact statement thorough without being too long?

4. Where the procedural facts are explained, are only the procedural facts relevant to the appeal stated? (E.g., are the parties identified, nature of the case described?

D.  ARGUMENT  (55%  total)           
Generally  (5%)           
1.
Is the theme stated strongly, clearly, and concisely?

2.
Is the relief requested shown to be factually just?

Point Headings  (10%)           
1.
Are the headings clear, concise, persuasive, and worded in active voice?

2.
Taken as a whole, do the headings answer the questions presented?

3.
Is each heading tied to specific facts and/or law in the case?

4.
Are all important issues reflected in the headings so that when read together they provide a succinct argument on all of the issues?

5.
Are subheadings appropriately used?

Summary of Argument  (10%)           
1. Does the summary reflect the advocate’s theory of the case (theme)?

2.
Does the summary have a strong persuasive impact?

3.
Does it summarize all the main points, without simply restating the point headings?

4.
Are only the most important authorities included?

Text of Argument  (30%)           
1.
Does each aspect of the argument fall logically within the scope of the heading?

2.
Does the argument reflect thorough research on each of the issues?

3. Is statutory law clearly set forth and explained?

4.
Is the case law appropriately used, with the facts of each case described in sufficient detail to make the brief's reliance on the case logical?

a.
Are only appropriate and effective quotes used?

b.
Are string citations avoided?

c.
Is over-reliance on certain cases avoided?

3. Are key cases highlighted and used effectively?

5.
Are policy arguments used effectively?

6. Are important facts in the client’s case used effectively?

7.
Are the points of opposition rebutted or otherwise rendered unpersuasive?

a.
Are unfavorable precedents effectively confronted?

b.
Is argument presented before counter-argument is addressed?

8. Does the argument logically support the theory of the case?

E.  CONCLUSION  (5% total)           
1.
Is relief clearly requested?

2.
Does the conclusion state a summary of the essential points of the argument?

F.  CITATION  (10% total)           
1.
Do the citations comply with the ALWD manual?

2.
Are signals used appropriately?

3.
Is appropriate authority cited for each legal proposition?

4. 
Are the citations placed in citation sentences or phrases that do not unduly interrupt the flow of the argument?

