	ARGUMENT (50%)

	Considerations
	Excellent
	Good
	Average
	Fair 
	Poor

	FORMAT (1%)

	The argument is formatted appropriately.
	
	
	
	
	

	White space is neither under- nor over-used.
	
	
	
	
	

	SCORE
	1
	.8
	.6
	.4
	.2

	ANALYSIS (17%)
	
	
	
	
	

	Point headings effectively introduce and fit into the argument.
	
	
	
	
	

	Main point headings reflect independent grounds for relief.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has first set out the applicable definitions, rules, and tests, quoting the applicable statutory sections and quoting or paraphrasing the common law rule(s).
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has not included rules or information that the court does not need.
	
	
	
	
	

	The rules are stated persuasively but accurately and credibly.
	
	
	
	
	

	For each rule stated, the writer has included a citation to authority.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has introduced rule explanation paragraphs with effective topic sentences.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has included descriptions of analogous cases setting these descriptions out before the application of law to facts.
	
	
	
	
	

	The descriptions of analogous cases are accurate.
	
	
	
	
	

	In describing analogous cases, the writer has given the court the information that it needs: no more and no less.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has included policy considerations, when appropriate, setting these considerations out before the application of the policy to the facts.
	
	
	
	
	

	The policies raised are supported by statutes or case law.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has introduced rule application paragraphs with effective topic sentences.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has explained the application of the rules to the facts, point by point.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has used case comparison or policy analysis to support the rule application.
	
	
	
	
	

	The analysis has effectively considered and preempted the opposing party’s arguments.
	
	
	
	
	

	Signals and parentheticals are used to effectively further the argument.
	
	
	
	
	

	The analysis is thorough, including a sufficient number of credible arguments to support each point of error.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has included a conclusion for each issue and sub-issue in which he or she predicts how the question will be decided and gives reasons to support those predictions.
	
	
	
	
	

	In setting out the rules, explanations through cases or policy, and mini-conclusions, the writer has used the language of the law without lapsing into legalese.
	
	
	
	
	

	SCORE
	17
	13.6
	10.2
	6.8
	3.4

	RESEARCH (15%)
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has chosen relevant authority for the analysis.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has represented the full body of law with authority.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has effectively used relevant cases with sufficiently similar legally relevant facts.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has chosen cases with helpful and thorough legal reasoning.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has preferred mandatory over persuasive authority when possible.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has effectively balanced the obligations to raise adverse authority while still advocating for the client.
	
	
	
	
	

	SCORE
	15
	12
	9
	6
	3

	CITATION & QUOTATION (7%)
	
	
	
	
	

	All non-original ideas have been attributed to their sources.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer demonstrates a mastery of basic citation form in The Bluebook.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer demonstrates an appropriate level of competence with advanced citation concepts such as prior and subsequent history, Texas subsequent history, parentheticals, signals, and secondary sources.
	
	
	
	
	

	Citations are placed to maximize the flow of information (citation sentences preferred to citation clauses, citation moved to end of sentence when case names mentioned textually).
	
	
	
	
	

	Every direct quotation is surrounded by quotation marks or blocked and indented, formatted according to The Bluebook, and followed immediately by a citation.
	
	
	
	
	

	Direct quotations are used only when the exact language is important.
	
	
	
	
	

	SCORE
	7
	5.6
	4.2
	2.8
	1.4

	ORGANIZATION (10%)
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has used a traditional legal organizational scheme (IRAC, CIRAC, CREAC, etc.).
	
	
	
	
	

	The point headings provide an effective outline of the argument.
	
	
	
	
	

	Headings and subheadings are neither over- nor under-used.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has organized the brief to emphasize the stronger argument(s).
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has organized the brief to reflect the logical progression of arguments.
	
	
	
	
	

	The organization facilitates the reader’s understanding of the analysis.
	
	
	
	
	

	SCORE
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2

	CLEAR, PERSUASIVE WRITING (10%)
	
	
	
	
	

	The judge can understand the Argument after reading it once.
	
	
	
	
	

	The paragraph divisions are logical, and the paragraphs are neither too long nor too short.
	
	
	
	
	

	Signposts, topic sentences, transitions, and dovetailing have been used to make clear the connections between ideas.
	
	
	
	
	

	In most sentences, the subject and verb are close together.
	
	
	
	
	

	In most sentences, the subject is a strong actor, and the verb is an action verb.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has used passive and active voices strategically to contribute to the persuasiveness of the motion.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has varied the length of the sentences and the sentence patterns so that each sentence flows smoothly from the prior sentence.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writer has used persuasive writing techniques effectively  (e.g., subordination of bad facts, subordination of adverse authority, humanizing the client, casting the opposing party as the antagonist, etc.).
	
	
	
	
	

	The writing is precise.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writing is grammatically correct and correctly punctuated.
	
	
	
	
	

	The argument has been proofread.
	
	
	
	
	

	SCORE
	10
	8
	6
	4
	2


	PRAYER AS PER TRAP 55.2(j) (2%)
	
	
	
	
	

	Prayer is a short conclusion that clearly states the nature of the relief sought.
	
	
	
	
	

	The reader can understand the prayer after reading it once.
	
	
	
	
	

	The writing is concise and precise.
	
	
	
	
	

	Format is appropriate.
	
	
	
	
	

	SCORE
	2
	1.6
	1.2
	.8
	.4
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